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Cate is small by design, so students here are known well by faculty, 
administrators, and fellow students long before they graduate.  In 

a Commencement tradition, Headmaster Ben Williams gathers 
observations, teacher and advisor comments, and campus lore to craft a 

“literary snapshot” of each senior. Read aloud during the ceremony, these 
citations speak to the depth and breadth of the Cate community. 

Eleanor Anderson    UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

If Eleanor were any kinder, we’d start looking for her wings. She greets 
every person, every opportunity, and every challenge with a ready smile, 
an earnest expression, and heartfelt enthusiasm. And she hasn’t yet met 
an obstacle she couldn’t overcome with equal portions of positivity, 
work, and all around brilliance. Eleanor balances her amazing heart with 
an intellect that is equally compelling. She is perpetually busy doing 
worthwhile things, dancing in ensembles, deriving joy from herding her 
freshman seminar students or digging in to a particularly vexing 

chemistry lab. One teacher called her “a force for good” and referenced her leadership of our 
public service program. But most see Eleanor’s apparent divinity not in any one thing but in her 
management of all things, in the purity of her intentions, the manner of her scholarship, the gentle 
clarity of her being, and the generosity of her commitments. 

Ciana Biasi-Smiley    HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Ciana’s trajectory over the last four years is pretty similar to her 
velocity off the ground as the middle on our volleyball team: fast and 
straight up. She has grown into her scholarship with the very 
dedication and skill building that distinguish her citizenship and her 
athletic achievements. Ciana doesn’t just want to be good at things; 
she wants to do the work that gets her there. And she wants to share 
what she knows and learns. She has done so demonstrably as a 
prefect in Schoolhouse and as one of the leaders of the Black 

Student Union. For the last four years, too, she has served on a committee of the Board of 
Trustees, contributing to the education of that body and the policies it helps to build. Now 
Ciana has set her sights on medicine and the continuing impact that she can have on 
people’s lives. Indeed, in all her many endeavors and pursuits, impact is Ciana’s strong suit 
— and it’s universally positive.

Ryan Borchardt†    UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

The superlatives that Ryan’s teachers use are as diverse as Ryan’s 
many talents. He is the “heart and soul” of teams, vocal ensembles, 
and student government. His scholarship is deeply insightful and his 
manner in class thoughtfully provocative. His leadership flows from 
an inclination to be of service, and he gives of his time generously 
and discreetly, as though he is averse to drawing a lot of attention. 
Perhaps that made his casting as the self-absorbed Robert, in The 
Drowsy Chaperone, all the more compelling for Ryan, as Robert 

couldn’t keep his eyes off himself, and neither could we. Ryan’s friends call him “Borch,” 
which is not a reference to the chilled Russian beet soup of (approximately) the same name. 
The two, though, do share a certain richness of character, uncanny depth, and an 
exhilarating and lasting flavor. Indeed, the lingering presence of Ryan Borchardt is sure to 
be conspicuous here, for the engagement he naturally evinces is as memorable as it is 
fundamental to community.

Colin Browne    UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

After a presentation in assembly on the service work Colin has been 
doing in Tanzania, a faculty member asked, “Is he really as genuinely 
good and thoughtful as he seems?” Yup, he is, and given his great 
attention to current events and the happenings in the world, Colin is 
perpetually finding new ways to be helpful and to build his 
understanding of culture, conflict, and the manner in which the world 
can be improved. Aside from his work in Africa, Colin spent half of 
his junior year studying in Spain, is a driving force behind our Model 

UN program, and even built skills as a teacher through our Human Development program. 
Combine such laudable intentions with first-rate scholarship and we have ourselves a game 
changer. Already Cate and a community in Tanzania are experiencing that very impact first 
hand.  Next, a fortunate university … and then an ever bigger stage.

Summer Christensen°    DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

In her Tuesday Talk this Spring, Summer concluded with a 
memorable insight: “Life doesn’t get better as a senior. You just get 
better at life.” Summer sure seems to have mastered it. With her 
signature deadpan delivery, she can offer wisdom on a whole range 
of topics, often with a clever wit and an inclination toward 
recognizing meaning and connection across a broad range of 
activities and disciplines. “Metacognition” is one of the aptitudes 
often identified with Summer. But she is just as remarkable as an 

athlete — the captain of our tennis team, who can overwhelm an opponent with power or 
savvy. Or as a musician — a centerpiece of our ukulele ensemble — as a tutor in our Spanish 
lab, or even as an ambassador for the Admission Office. The child of two Cate graduates, 
Summer just seems a natural part of this place — “a paradigm,” as one faculty member 
noted, for perpetually becoming better.

Ya’Kuana Davis    BOWDOIN COLLEGE

Ya’Kuana arrived on this Mesa as a self-described “introvert from 
Texas.” You wouldn’t know it now. She has in four years become 
one of the standards against which we measure contribution, 
leadership, and engagement. She is the patient prefect directing 
and guiding youngsters new to this Mesa. She is the aspiring 
programmer challenging anyone to solve a coding problem before 
she does. She is the senior who chooses to play jv basketball so 
that she can mentor the younger girls on the team. And she is the 

visual artist with an interest in the music business, who has already found a way to 
translate that ambition into a portfolio of clients. Ya’Kauna just isn’t willing to wait for life 
or opportunity or purpose to come to her. Nor is she willing to forego any of her own 
responsibility. Instead, she approaches every interaction with two simple questions: 
“What can I learn?” and “How can I help?”

Henry Dawson†    BROWN UNIVERSITY

One of Henry’s favorite texts when he arrived on this Mesa was the 
Oxford English Dictionary — a compendium that details not simply 
what words mean but where the meanings come from. That is the 
nature of Henry’s scholarship too — to get to the root and origin of 
ideas, concepts, truths. He is an uncanny scholar, so committed to 
understanding that he is perpetually reading something well beyond 
his course of study. In fact, reading for pleasure and interest is one of 
Henry’s pre-lights-out rituals. His commitments outside the 

classroom are no less comprehensive, for he leads teams as a captain, leads dormitories as 
a prefect, leads the Young Men’s Forum in defining masculinity in the modern age, and leads 
community discourse as one of our collective touchstones.  It must be a weighty mantle to 
wear, but Henry seems unfazed by expectation or responsibility. He just begins each day by 
honoring his opportunities, and finishes it off with a good book.

Ryder Dinning    SANTA BARBARA CITY COLLEGE

There is very little paint left on Ryder’s football helmet at the end of 
a season. It is a record of sorts of the manner in which Ryder 
commits himself to a task or a team or an objective. He is 
undaunted and unrelenting, a picture of composure and a model of 
applied energy. His clarity of purpose is not surprising. We see it 
everywhere, and it led one faculty member to refer to Ryder in a 
recent letter as “our rock.” More remarkable, though, than Ryder’s 
many commitments are the bearing he manifests in pursuing them. 

He is naturally reserved and understated, a listener who can and does respond with great 
empathy and understanding. That very nature has contributed to Ryder’s scholarship as 
well, allowing him to demonstrate the clarity and understanding that come from his 
attentive nature. And while Ryder suggests that his career on the gridiron is now over, the 
very qualities that propelled him there will do so everywhere else.

Lila Dressler    SCRIPPS COLLEGE

Families who visit Cate and have Lila as a tour guide never fail to 
identify their time with her as one of their memorable moments on 
campus. Anyone who watches her in the pool — and particularly on 
the water polo team — can’t help but marvel at her poise and strength 
in front of the goal. And teachers who share the classroom with Lila 
inevitably remark on her seemingly insatiable curiosity and distinctive 
scholarship. There is an energy, a light-hearted banter, and a 
disarming but well-meaning candor that distinguish every 

engagement with Lila. She is happy to tell it like it is, and equally likely to make fun of herself 
in the process. She shows great seriousness of purpose but she is also careful not to take 
herself — or anyone else — too seriously. In so doing she presents the perfect model for the 
freshmen she serves as a TA or the people she meets through our public service program. 
We remember the distinctive people in our lives, and Lila is surely one of those.

Danicah Driza    POMONA COLLEGE

Nicah’s every expression is genuine. There is no pretense to her, no 
inclination to take the easy path, no attempt to make the difficult 
look simple. She is too earnest to misrepresent things and too 
empathetic ever to couch her own experience as somehow 
different from that of others. She seems, in truth, to enjoy the fact 
that we all struggle at times, and she is as content to console a 
friend in distress as she is to share in the joy of one who is 
exhilarated. Her empathy flows from a very deep well, coloring her 

gentle leadership, her great commitment to her studies, her joy in her pastimes — of which 
bookbinding and playing the organ are just two — and her attention to her responsibility to 
the community. There is really no half-way with Nicah, no one foot in and one foot out. 
There is only thorough and profound application, the results of which, at least for Nicah, 
seem to be joy and love, both received and inspired.

Francesco Duffy-Boscagli    WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

It’s a name you want to say — lyrical, undulating, complex but nicely 
tonal. It’s fun to listen to, as well, Francesco Maurizio Duffy-
Boscagli. It’s a name that suits, for Francesco is as compelling and 
soothing, as distinctive and memorable as his appellation suggests. 
His greatest strength as a scholar may well be his gift with language 
— in English or French — and his knack for balancing precision of 
thought with artistry of expression. His bearing in the community is 
similarly balanced, for all seem to value and appreciate their time 

with Francesco. And they enjoy too his inclination to embrace a good challenge — 
intellectual or theatrical — to laugh at himself and with others, to share his life and 
personality gently and magnanimously. Like the base section he leads in Chorale, 
Francesco seems to create congruity where others might only find dissonance, the result 
of which is beautiful music.

Dylan Ell    CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY

There is an endearing clarity to Dylan Ell. He keeps it simple, 
focusing on those fundamental qualities that distinguish productive 
people. He is steady and thoughtful, never taking his eyes off the 
objective or the manner in which it might be reached. He is 
understated and reserved — more likely to think before he speaks, 
to listen to another’s perspective. And he is principled in his work, 
always asking for his best effort. That very nature has led him to 
positions of authority and responsibility here, and it has infused his 

citizenship with unselfish power. We listen to Dylan, trust him, and enjoy working with him 
because we know his intentions are laudable and because we appreciate that he is as 
happy to lead as to follow — whatever is best for the team. And teams, particularly athletic 
teams, are as fortunate to benefit from Dylan’s own actions as those his work ethic inspires 
in others.

Katherine Grossman*    UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Katherine is a rare find. She is one of the only students we have ever 
enrolled from Kentucky, and she joined our community as a junior, 
a year into which we admit very few new students. In no time at all, 
though, she proved herself indispensible. A remarkable and 
insightful student, she complements her natural aptitude with an 
old-school work ethic. As one teacher noted, “Katherine 
understands that what one gains from an exercise is proportional to 
her investment in it.” That commitment is manifest all over the 

campus now — in the Human Development Program where she serves as a TA, on the 
lacrosse team she captains, even on the co-ed thirds basketball team that she and her 
teammates made the team to watch this winter. It is thrilling, in fact, to watch Katherine 
confront any challenge. She meets it as she does a lacrosse game — with uncanny insight, 
thoughtful vision, and the speed and quickness that quickly separate her from everyone 
else.

Kevin Ha    SKIDMORE COLLEGE

In the early morning, when most others are still sleeping, you can 
find Kevin on the tennis court, working out with his father and 
preparing for matches yet to be played. We did not make Kevin into 
a great player. He was that before he came to Cate. But on this 
Mesa he took all the discipline and hard work that had helped him 
to such accomplishments on the court and focused them on the 
work he needed to do in the classroom and the community. The 
result now, four years downstream, is a young man who is as 

impressive off the tennis court as he is on it. This year, in fact, he reminded us all of our 
power, of the need to use setbacks as opportunities, to define ourselves by the work we 
choose to do. And he has more than lived up to those words — leading an Outing Week 
trip in Yosemite for sophomores, building academic achievement worthy of his acumen 
and his effort, and leading that tennis team that has long relied on the strength of his play 
with the character of his leadership.

Musa Hakim, Jr.    CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

Musa made a decision part way through his tenure at Cate to be 
the student — and ultimately the leader — that this community 
needed him to be. An aspiring engineer, he tested himself in our 
most rigorous math and science courses. He tried his hand at 
acting, too, showing great composure on stage, and a certain 
ingenuity (Adolpho!) when it came to rendering a character. Acting 
seemed to appeal to Musa’s interest in testing himself, in 
broadening his range, and in trusting in his preparation. He invested 

his time in the community in the same manner, ultimately earning a prefectship in our 
freshman boys’ dorm, and proving to be one of our most conscientious role models, and 
a standard bearer for integrity and responsibility. He hasn’t given up sports, of course. 
Musa is still a standout on our track team and about as rabid a Cleveland sports fan as 
there is in the world. But he seems to see his future as dependent on his intellect and his 
great character, both of which ensure he will be a real champion.

Flora Hamilton†    BOWDOIN COLLEGE

Flora ran for President of the Student Body last year because she 
loved the service component that is so much a part of leadership. 
And her tenure in the top job has revealed ever more clearly the 
unselfish core of this remarkable young scholar. Only Flora can 
articulate with such sincerity what it means to be a guest or a host, 
with a well-meaning, “Come on guys, we have to represent!” It’s 
what Flora does every day, not simply with her perpetual kindness 
and accessibility, but with her boundless energy and good 

intentions. Teachers who laud her scholarship speak with equal passion about Flora’s 
inclination to tutor and support her peers. And everyone marvels every time Flora sits 
down at the piano. It might be fair to say that few saw Flora’s leadership coming four years 
ago. Now, though, none of us can imagine Cate without it.   

Anna Hasson    MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE

The written word seems to captivate Anna. She gravitated as a 
freshman to a creative writing club called Writing Dangerously and 
she has built her course of study around language and human 
endeavor. People seem to compel Anna in the best ways, not 
simply their expressions but their character, their interests, and their 
opportunities. And she has become an advocate and 
spokesperson at different times for those who need a voice. She 
has been active in our gay-straight alliance and has helped the 

community build policy and awareness that are supportive of all people. She has 
connected students who attend Cate on scholarship and has advocated for increasing 
the breadth of our financial aid program. A little introverted by nature, Anna is energized 
and inspired by someone or something to fight for. And in that expression, we see all the 
fire and insight that have distinguished Anna’s academic work, and all the possibility and 
advocacy that will surely define her life in the future.

Christian Herman, Jr.    TULANE UNIVERSITY

Christian is the guy everybody wants on their team, regardless of 
what the team is for or what it’s trying to do. If its purpose is 
academic, Christian will be the provocateur, the one with the right 
questions and the unusually inquisitive mind. If the challenge 
requires endurance, Christian will be perfect for the job. A 
colleague once noted, “Christian is like a puppy … filled with 
boundless physical energy and a great will to please.” And if the 
goal is something athletic … well, there is no more able or 

accomplished athlete than Christian. He is a standout with his hands on the tennis court 
and with his feet and head on the soccer field. Water too, is his thing, either on a surfboard 
or as part of our water polo team. Yet amidst all of these talents and aptitudes, all you 
sense from Christian is composure, good cheer, and a certain joyful appreciation for 
competition. It has been a great privilege to have him on our team.

Eva Herman*    YALE UNIVERSITY

A faculty member once described Eva as “simultaneously humble 
and powerful.” Her power comes from a remarkable array of skills 
— some academic, some artistic, some athletic, and some 
interpersonal. Her artwork has won national competitions, her 
facility with modern languages won her the Woodworth Language 
Cup, and her deft personal touch earned her a prefectship. Yet Eva 
carries these and other accomplishments lightly, as though they 
don’t mean all that much. And to her, they probably don’t. Eva 

seems more inclined to savor opportunities or friendships or a good tennis match than to 
look too far back or too far forward. She will take what comes — particularly a good and 
provocative challenge — and do magical things with it, learn new skills wherever she goes, 
and much as she has here, craft her masterpieces along the way.

Bryce Huerta°    STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Bryce spent just two years on the Mesa, yet one of my colleagues 
acknowledged recently, “I’ve already run out of superlatives to 
describe him.” It is true that Bryce pushes the rest of us almost as 
hard as he pushes himself. He is as talented a student as we have 
seen, compelled by ideas and inquiry, and as agile intellectually as 
they come. Even more disarming, as another faculty member 
noted, “Bryce is as polite as he is smart.” And that’s saying 
something. On more than one occasion, not having taken a 

prerequisite, Bryce took a second-year course and taught himself the foundational 
material while he pursued its higher applications. He likes the big questions, and he is 
inclined to invoke Robert Frost’s The Road Not Taken, a poem about choices, as a 
personal mantra. That’s fitting, for Bryce too has chosen the path that “wanted wear,” 
making a difference with every thoughtful stride. 

Aparna Iyer    UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Of Aparna’s work as a Teaching Assistant a faculty member 
acknowledged, “Her interest is not in modeling for underclassmen 
what they should be as seniors, but in helping them develop the 
practice of seeing complexity and breadth in the world, and the 
initiative to follow their own aspirations.” Underlying such teaching is 
the profound respect that Aparna has for the people with whom she 
shares her life. She is deeply curious about the human experience in 
all its forms, about culture and ideologies, and about the means we 

use to understand each other. Her scholarship takes her on that very path, is rich in the 
humanities, and is distinctive for the manner in which it connects disciplines and concepts. 
Aparna’s clarity of purpose is strengthened as well by endearing candor, a disarming sense 
of humor, and a deceptively strong competitive spirit. There is no better company to keep or 
aquatic teammate to have than Aparna, and no better perspective to discover than hers.

Anhyo Jeong*    UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES

Anhyo admitted recently that he is most at home wearing a lab coat. 
Far from being a startling revelation, the admission confirmed what 
we have come to appreciate about Anhyo — that he is fascinated by 
the way things work, by the intersection of chemistry, mathematics, 
and physics, by the discoveries we can make when we dive deeply 
into science. Said one teacher, “When it comes to understanding the 
complex principles of engineering, Anhyo has no equal.” That’s an 
aptitude Anhyo is happy to share, which he does as a tutor in three 

different labs. His skills with language are equally profound, for he is fluent in three at the 
moment and tutored others extensively in Chinese this year. It is perhaps the character of 
Anhyo’s scholarship that is most distinctive, the joy of it, and the gratitude he shows after 
each class. His letters of thanks to teachers at the end of a trimester are just one reflection of 
the gift and the gratitude he offers any community of learners. 

Matthew Killea    CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY

If we were to honor growth in this ceremony, then Matt Killea might 
well be the star attraction. That’s not because he is nearly a foot 
taller than he was when he arrived as a freshman, but because of 
the manner in which he has applied himself to the opportunities 
before him. Matt is conscientious and careful, unflappable and 
resolute. He knows himself well, and he uses that self-awareness to 
build meaningful scholarship. He has grown into Cate in the same 
way that he has grown into himself, with thoughtful energy, 

well-meaning dedication, and a focus on doing rather than saying. Matt’s skills have been 
on display all year as a leader of the Activities Committee, but they were most 
conspicuous in the Senior Haunted House, arguably the most impressive and scariest 
Halloween experience ever constructed on this campus. Leave it to Matt to set the 
standard, especially when he is working to improve everybody else’s experience. 

Isaac Lee    BOSTON UNIVERSITY

Isaac wrote early this year, “I like to work with my hands and in my 
head, so designing and thinking about solutions to complex 
problems are fun challenges for me.” Though he is not one to 
betray a whole lot of emotion in class, the joy that he derives from 
inquiry is pretty conspicuous. The greater the challenge, the more 
animated Isaac becomes, leaving his journey here as a story of 
momentum building. Isaac himself sees that momentum carrying 
him toward engineering and the opportunity to solve “real world 

problems.” But in truth he will be well positioned for any course of study. Just watch him 
play chess and you recognize a young man compelled by strategy, intricacy, and a worthy 
opponent. And given his growing aptitudes and appetite for challenge, adversaries at 
Isaac’s level are going to be harder and harder to come by.

Jong Ha Lee†    JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

Edward’s name is already firmly ensconced in the Cate pantheon. 
He is the mathlete who topped all others, a standard setter in the 
classroom, in Cal Math League competitions, and the winner of 
virtually every quantitative honor Cate bestows on students. It 
would be easy to simply call Edward gifted, but that does little 
justice to the agency Edward shows in advancing his own 
understanding. His inquisitiveness is unrivaled, driving him deeper 
and deeper into topics and compelling him to order his own 

knowledge and understanding. And like the true scholar that he is, Edward answers his 
many and varied discoveries and accomplishments with the modesty of someone who 
remains well aware of all that he does not know. Such a posture makes him not only a 
thoughtful student but a patient and attentive tutor, a generous community-minded 
citizen, and a captivating model for the eternal search for understanding.

Jiayu Liu    CORNELL UNIVERSITY

Tommy has known since he was a child that he was headed for a life 
focused on art and design. He has the technical chops and has 
distinguished himself in our quantitative disciplines. One teacher 
even called him a “computational polyglot” because of his aptitude 
as a programmer. But Tommy does not intend to spend his life at a 
keyboard. His artwork is as impressive as his coding and reveals 
Tommy’s keen eye, creative mind, and spatial awareness. It is easy 
to mistake Tommy’s unflappability for disinterest, but his placidity 

hides a mind that is perpetually at work. As he noted recently, “I am very passionate about 
what I do, and I know ultimately that it’s how hard you work that matters.” Thankfully, 
Tommy takes that same commitment to athletics, playing on the football and volleyball 
teams and demonstrating in conspicuous fashion the remarkable impact of his hard work.

Lauren Lokre*    UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Lauren has an unusual and remarkable gift for expression. She is 
one of our most convincing writers, having won the Hartzell Prize 
in the History Department for her junior research paper. Yet she is 
equally facile with journalism and this year served as one of the 
editors of El Batidor. Nor is English her own literary milieu. Lauren 
is one of our most precocious and accomplished Spanish speakers, 
having supplemented her course of study at Cate with two summer 
language immersion programs. And when or if Lauren ever tires of 

words, she turns to images, and her equally remarkable visual art. There too she has 
received national recognition for her work, evidence not simply of broad and impressive 
talent but of a commitment to expression in all its forms. And with a mind like Lauren’s 
behind it, each gesture offers some critical new insight.

Annie Lu    RICE UNIVERSITY

Annie is patiently relentless. Her well-meaning ambition brings with 
it a captivating seriousness of purpose and enviable structure. Her 
productivity is well known to students and teachers, and its 
byproducts are conspicuous both in and out of the classroom. A 
talented writer known for her depth of thought and her attention to 
detail, Annie is just as likely to be supporting another student as a 
writing tutor as she is to focus on her own work. She leads our 
Public Service Program, so she has a well-honed sense of empathy, 

and she is an active believer in Round Square and the exchange of culture and ideologies 
it enables. Athletics, too, demonstrate Annie’s resolve and aspiration, for she has become 
a varsity contributor in both tennis and track. There is no area of endeavor that Annie 
cannot master, and that mastery once achieved is always tinged with a certain easy-going 
composure and peace, which are as distinctive as Annie’s many accomplishments.

Mateo Luca-Lion    UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH

In his Tuesday Talk earlier this year, Mateo spoke about the 
challenge of working within the academic structure at Cate. His 
unique and powerful mind, he pointed out, follows its own 
patterns, to both productive and unproductive ends. It was a 
trusting speech, remarkable not simply for what Mateo was willing 
to share but for the self-awareness it revealed. Mateo is a thinker 
and a questioner. He wonders why things happen and how things 
work. He is not content with the superficial or the simple, which is 

why he has pushed himself so demonstrably and come to such understanding about his 
own unique cognition. Perhaps equally compelling, it is Mateo’s humor, his broad 
engagement, and his characteristic sincerity that have distinguished his journey of 
discovery. And in his own special way, Mateo has made himself great within a structure 
that he has had to adjust to. Therein lies his genius, and the foundation for what will surely 
be a remarkable intellectual life.

Pierson Lundt    MACALESTER COLLEGE

It’s easy to laud Pierce for his athleticism. He is and has been for 
some time a mainstay of three varsity programs, and his dedication 
to his sports and his teammates is as impressive as his 
performances on the field or court. He leaves us, in fact, to continue 
to compete at the collegiate level in football. But to focus on Pierce 
the athlete is to miss so much that is remarkable and endearing 
about this young man. He is, in fact, as committed to his studies as 
he is to anything else. Rarely loquacious but refreshingly sincere 

and candid, Pierce is in many respects a model of productive citizenship. He leads by 
example. He values honesty and integrity and supports the same in his peers. And he will 
be the first to find what is best in a given situation. Peers call him the ideal teammate, a 
designation that serves even outside the arena of sports.

Mason Mackall*    UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

Mason warms up before basketball games in flip flops. He’ll shuffle 
to class looking, in the words of a colleague, like a “dark-haired 
surfer dude.” And yet, when he actually plays in the game or 
participates in class, he is fierce and focused. Mason seems to relish 
those moments when he is challenged by an opponent or a 
concept, and he never fails to rise in the face of such opportunities. 
That pattern is conspicuous on the basketball court, where he puts 
that big, agile body to work in the low post, but it is just as impactful 

in the classroom. Mason likes the difficult questions, the ones that indicate a student has 
reached beyond the surface to find meaning. One of his teachers lauded his “keen and 
nimble mind” and suggested that his queries put him several steps ahead of peers. And 
yet even that level of cognition does not change Mason’s unflappable, easy-going nature. 
He takes everything in stride, comforted perhaps by the knowledge that he has the skills 
to meet any challenge.

Julien Maes    UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, BOULDER

Julien’s economy with words and his gentle affect prompted a 
colleague to invoke the iceberg analogy. There is depth there, said 
the faculty member, much of it focused on the practical application 
of knowledge and skills. Julien wants quite sincerely to have impact 
on the world and has already been involved in significant service 
efforts both home and abroad. There he answers every 
expectation with unflagging effort and commitment. But Julien is 
not some mass bobbing about on the tide. When he is in the water, 

speed is Julien’s distinguishing characteristic. He is one of the best aquatic athletes ever 
to come to Cate, a porpoise in the pool and the leading scorer by far on our water polo 
team. No one, it seems, can slow Julien down or rattle him, and he gets better as the 
stakes grow and the competition intensifies. Deep he certainly is, but in the pool and 
elsewhere Julien can fly, too. 

Nathan Martin    CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

According to a somewhat irreverent saying, “It’s not the size of the 
dog in the fight, it’s the size of the fight in the dog.” Watching 
Nathan throw his body around the court as the libero on our 
volleyball team, or covering kickoffs on the gridiron, is to confirm 
the notion that the greatest force in the universe is that which impels 
us to action. And Nathan is the poster child for intrinsic motivation. 
He gives and gives and gives, always with sincerity of purpose, a 
wry smile, and the best of intentions. A faculty member called 

Nathan both “charming and charmed,” the former because he is so gracious and the latter 
because he has emerged from so many collisions and contests largely intact. That, too, 
makes him a great teacher, a role he has taken on in our freshman visual arts course, for 
he is not daunted by risk or challenge. He just does what is needed, and takes all that he 
can from the effort.

Cooper Mayer    UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

A faculty member wrote recently of Cooper, “It is impossible to talk 
about him without talking about his relationship to the water.” 
Whether the area of endeavor is academic, like the stream water 
testing Cooper did here and in Colorado, or athletic, as in his 
contributions to our water polo team, or recreational, as when he 
surfs a morning swell or dives on one of the reefs off Catalina 
Island, Cooper is literally immersed in aquatic systems. One of the 
byproducts of that association may well be the fluidity of Cooper’s 

presence and bearing. He is remarkably adaptable and understanding, unfazed by 
impediments, and perpetually curious about the world around him. There is a serenity to 
Cooper, too, perhaps born of so much time spent in the ocean, where he has learned to 
cede control to the elements, yet glide along the currents they create towards 
understanding, achievement, and joy.

Delaney Mayfield    BATES COLLEGE

In the late fall of her sophomore year, Delaney and her teammates 
traveled to Fresno to play in a CIF State tournament quarterfinal 
volleyball game. Delaney was sick with the flu and almost gray from 
nausea, but she was also our best player and she was not going to 
miss that game. It is easy to look at Delaney’s tenure at Cate, and 
particularly her leadership of our volleyball program, and see raw 
talent and the awesome achievement that follows. But Delaney’s 
genius is less her considerable talent and more what she has done 

and sacrificed to develop it. Her resolve is no less conspicuous in the classroom, where 
Delaney has found her voice and her purpose, thriving all the more as the complexity and 
volume of the work grew. The fact that her commitments outside of Cate to volleyball and 
service work did not diminish her impact here simply reveals the intensity of the effort 
Delaney has given and underscores the way one individual can move and inspire and 
teach a community.

Chase McCaw    STANFORD UNIVERSITY

It is a great pleasure to spend time with Chase. He is kind and 
personable, blessed with a warm sense of humor and the inclination 
to be generous with his friendship. Intellectually he is similarly 
graceful and inviting. He likes learning almost as much as he enjoys 
teaching or contributing his time to help another. We see such 
mentoring in the classroom, in Chase’s work as a peer tutor, in his 
inclination to do the Kern trip for a second time as a senior, even on 
the football field or the basketball and volleyball courts. He wants to 

be helpful to his peers and teammates, not simply to share what he knows but to reveal to 
them what they know. It takes a special kind of person to so prioritize his time, and it 
reveals a good deal about Chase’s approach to scholarship. As one of his teachers 
observed, Chase “raises the level of conversation” and “shares his contagious enthusiasm 
and curiosity.” Would that we could all “catch” such qualities.

James McCullers    PITZER COLLEGE

In trying to capture Harris’ unique, nonconformist nature, a 
colleague drew a parallel with a Jackson Pollack painting. Harris, she 
suggested, doesn’t fit into any box or onto any canvas. He is 
everything and everywhere. At least, he has been at Cate. An actor, 
a singer, a prefect, a scholar, a techie, a philosopher, an inventor, an 
artist, and a futurist, Harris finds every imaginable way to express his 
exploration of the world of ideas and possibilities. Unconstrained by 
what is, Harris seems much more interested in what might be, and in 

how he might contribute to such possibilities. Imagination is at the center of his scholarship 
just as it guides him in his work on stage or in Camerata. Whether he has felt an emotion or 
not, Harris seems to be able to render it, understand it, appreciate it. Which means that on 
stage or off, Harris is the real thing — a most genuine genius. 

Angelica Meneses-Olvera    SCRIPPS COLLEGE

We were asked on Martin Luther King Day to write on a stickie 
note about someone who had done something particularly 
generous. Upon the column to which those notes were affixed, 
Angie’s name was everywhere. She is our giver, one who, 
according to a faculty member, “has made it a habit to put the 
interests of others before her own.” Regardless of the setting or the 
circumstances, Angie is making a contribution to the experience of 
another. Her interests only further her unselfish tendencies; she is a 

passionate Public Service Head, a coveted tutor in the Carpinteria School District, and a 
leader of our Los Niños program. Her own scholarship is as generous and impressive as 
her service efforts, and it is focused appropriately on ways to build connectivity, 
communication, and common ground. Her seeming quiet is simply a vehicle for Angie’s 
listening, a foundation for her learning, and an extraordinary measure of her empathy. 

Sophie Nettesheim    BARNARD COLLEGE

There is an energy to Sophie’s scholarship that is pretty hard to 
resist. She loves a juicy challenge and is animated by complexity. 
Give her a good ethical dilemma to wrestle with or an apparent 
contradiction in policy and practice and you are in for quite a ride. 
The harder things get, the more Sophie digs in. That’s actually true 
in any area of endeavor. She is as likely to take control in the 
backcountry and lead the way on the trail as she is to take the lead 
in a class discussion or in a fundraising effort for a school she 

supports in Tanzania. There is just no quit to Sophie. In fact, the greater the volume of 
work, the more energized Sophie becomes. The result, of course, is tremendously 
impactful achievement and the depth of inquiry that distinguishes real scholarship. That 
very thing is clearly in her future, for Sophie’s mind is bound and built for discovery.

Connor Pan    NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

Asked to describe his interest in computers and science, Connor 
shrugged his shoulders and said, “I’m a fourth-generation engineer. 
I was born into it.” At Cate, he clearly dived in, co-founding a 
technology group called Electric Sheep, leading our technical 
theater team, and this year becoming a teaching assistant in the 
Advanced Computer Science class. He has also been researching 
a Cate app that would give families new to Cate a virtual campus 
experience. This grew out of an Eagle Scout project that Connor 

saw as the culmination of his service work in the Scouts. Given his interest in how things 
work — or how he might help them work better — Connor’s efforts are quite in keeping 
with his desire to be helpful. He has offered his service to such ends in a host of ways 
throughout his time at Cate, often thinking inventively about how we can be or do better. 
No doubt the same lies ahead for Connor as he takes aim at the digital age, and shapes it 
in the future.

Lillian Perlmutter*    SCRIPPS COLLEGE

Lillian could be a great many things. She has all the quantitative 
skills and scientific acumen to pursue her already-expressed 
interest in neurology. As one of her teachers noted, “Lillian dreams 
of learning what makes people tick.” But Lillian knows that 
understanding of that sort transcends biology and chemistry. She 
loves and appreciates the philosophical questions too and the 
speculation about the human condition. Language compels her, 
both English and Spanish, and she oversaw the first issues of Cate’s 

Spanish-language magazine. She is also a vocalist and a dancer and is facile with the 
manner in which one communicates beyond language. In truth, though, it does not matter 
what course of study Lillian pursues, for the manner of her scholarship regardless of the 
area of endeavor is ultimately most critical — and there she is an intriguing blend of art and 
science, passion and reason.

Morgan Prinz    PITZER COLLEGE

In a letter discussing Morgan’s many and remarkable virtues, a 
faculty member concluded with a comment about her engagement 
with the world and the people around her. “Morgan,” he said, “is 
paying attention.” That may well be why her judgment is so 
impeccable and well balanced, for it is deeply informed. Her 
scholarship, too, is as impressive as it is broad, and she has the 
unique ability to examine a situation or interaction and know what is 
needed. That very nature has led her to the head prefectship she 

carried so gracefully this year to leadership on athletic teams and in dormitories. So 
gracious and thoughtful is she in her many endeavors that now everyone pays attention to 
Morgan, notes her composure and her poise, sees her tenacity in sport, and even enjoys 
her tendency to “shake it off” with a flick of her wrists if a call goes against her on the 
basketball court. In just such a way, Morgan moves perpetually forward unencumbered 
by impediments and ready for whatever comes next. 

Rebecca Qin*    HARVEY MUDD COLLEGE

Rebecca has an extraordinary mind. “It is a model of clarity, 
efficiency, and efficacy,” said one faculty member. Another 
admitted, “I am humbled by the arc of her development.” It does not 
really matter the field in which Rebecca works. She is as compelling 
as an artist as she is in the chemistry lab. And she is as likely to use 
her quick wit as she is her incisive mind to engage with classmates 
or guide students as a TA or a tutor. What’s more, Rebecca is not 
interested in a lot of attention. She even balks at the prospect of an 

assembly announcement from time to time, which probably says even more about the 
virtue of her motivation. She likes to think, to work, to build schools on a Los Niños 
project, and discover something new in the lab. And it seems she feels like the experience 
of each is reward enough. Her teachers who have had Rebecca in class know something 
about reward now too.

Joel Revo    UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Joel is a Vermont native who roots for Buffalo teams. That makes 
him tough and hearty and rather used to adversity. Combine it with 
an impressive intellect, a memorable sense of humor, and an 
unflagging work ethic, and you have the makings of a great and 
provocative student. Though Joel would joke often over the years 
about his intention to attend Clown College, his jests simply obscure 
the seriousness of purpose that drives him. And it has paid off, both 
for Joel and for Cate. A recruited athlete, he could be playing 

baseball in college and pursuing studies far outside the Big Top. His work to earn that 
result has been conspicuous and impressive. And to see him pitch, or to watch his no-hitter 
against Thacher this spring, is to recognize well-developed talent and execution. But Joel 
has been magnanimous with his energies, leading our video yearbook effort, organizing 
the ever-popular Elimination Game, and serving as the Treasurer of the Student Senate. It 
seems we always win — regardless of the actual outcome — with Joel on the hill.

Kenna Reyner    UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, BOULDER

Kenna was something of a celebrity when she arrived at Cate, the 
girl who throughout middle school had ridden her bike to and 
from school — 26 miles round trip — as her way of reducing our 
dependence on fossil fuels. She arrived by bike here on the Mesa 
too, as full of conviction and purpose as her notoriety implied. She 
threw herself into the visual arts, ultimately becoming a remarkably 
accomplished young artist. Foreign language, too, struck her 
fancy, leading in her senior year to the School Year Abroad 

program in Spain. Kenna’s path is as nuanced and distinctive as she is, governed by her 
great creativity and passion, her eagerness to stretch herself beyond the known, and her 
quest for the broadest understanding of the world in which she lives. No doubt she still 
rides her bike from time to time, but she is bound to be known for so much more in the 
coming years.

Elliott Rosenthal    REED COLLEGE

Since he arrived on the Mesa, Elliott has talked about the “long 
view,” wherein he might study medicine, journalism, or maybe 
history. He likes all and could do just about anything he sets his 
mind to. He is one of the editors of El Batidor this year, so clearly he 
is scratching that journalism itch. The sciences got a good deal of 
early attention from Elliott, but he seems smitten with history now. 
The common thread at least in regards to Elliott’s scholarship is 
very sharp logic and an intuitive sense of meaning and importance. 

Perhaps Elliott’s access to such capabilities is the byproduct of a genuinely introspective 
nature. He often looks deep in thought. But he is just as likely to get everyone laughing 
with his remarkably dry wit as he is to withdraw. Indeed, the “long view” may change over 
time, but Elliott is likely to be ready and able wherever his path takes him.

Daniaal Saeed    TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Daniaal joined this community as a sophomore, filled with 
aspirations of a career in medicine, all kinds of ability, but shy and 
unsure of himself socially. To his great credit he did not allow his 
discomfort to hold him back. He stretched himself in our 
quantitative disciplines, building the foundation for the very career 
he imagined when he arrived. He seemed to find opportunity 
everywhere, and committed himself to taking advantage. To see 
him in his final year as one of the heads of the International Club, a 

contributing varsity athlete, and a thoughtful public servant is to recognize Daniaal’s 
agency in his own growth. He even did the Yosemite trip again this year during Outing 
Week so that he might be a mentor to the sophomores. Such commitments require not 
only courage and fortitude but also the inclination to trust ourselves — and others. Daniaal 
shows all of those virtues and a host of others as well.

Ghazaal Sahani    NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

It took no time at all for Grace to find a home in this community. 
Her patient, comforting presence endeared her to students and 
faculty alike, and her positivity and poise made her immediately 
accessible. Arriving as a junior, she quickly rose to leadership 
positions, not simply because of her obvious talents, but because 
Grace is easy to trust. As a senior she is a prefect and one of the 
heads of the Young Women’s Forum. She is also a poet, a 
contributor to the Cate Review, and, as one faculty member noted, 

“an effusive learner.” While the transition could not have been easy, especially given the 
number of athletic injuries Grace dealt with, we saw no apparent strain from Grace. 
Instead, we were greeted with a welcoming smile, unending composure and maturity, and 
the kind of unselfish aspirations that make communities better, kinder, and more cohesive. 
The “Humans of Cate” project that she helped lead this fall is simply testament to what 
Grace values.

Liana Schmidt    NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

A faculty member once described Liana as “a wonderfully 
intriguing paradox” because she is simultaneously grounded and 
on the lookout for the next great adventure. Liana wants to know 
the world, and is well on her way to that very education. She spends 
summers abroad, last year in France with the Experiment in 
International Living, traveled to Singapore with our Round Square 
Delegation, and seems destined for the kind of cultural competency 
that builds understanding around the globe. Her travels have also 

fired her interest in and understanding of design as she ponders the possibility of pursuing 
a career in architecture. In such pursuits her many intellectual skills are likely to be 
complemented by a very independent nature, and the courage not to follow any 
traditional path. Liana will surely do it her way, which will make her work and her journey 
all the more powerful and distinctive.

Olivia Siemens†    BROWN UNIVERSITY

Olivia is a master musician, twice selected to play at Carnegie Hall, 
and though she has been a mainstay of our orchestra for four years, 
she has soloed here only once, just this year. It isn’t that she is trying 
to hide her talent; it just seems Olivia is more interested in the 
process of achieving something than she is in the finished product. 
Of her academic work, which she produces at a similarly 
stratospheric level, Olivia admits, “I do love studying, even though 
that sounds weird.” Actually, in relation to Olivia, it doesn’t. The 

discipline of learning anything compels her. She was no different on our volleyball team 
than she is with her violin or her calculator. Olivia relishes the chance to discover 
something new, not so that she can show it off, but so that she can use it, perhaps to find 
some as yet undiscovered truth. The result will be a life filled with inquiry, practice, 
process, and her own special music. What a maestro Olivia is!

Katherine Smith    GRINNELL COLLEGE

“I’m a (bleeping) crayon.” Kate carved herself into Cate School 
history with those words, the first in a Tuesday Talk about the value 
of disappointment and the power of humor. She is by nature 
something of a provocateur. That is conspicuous in her many 
renderings on stage, even her ill-fated run as a crayon. But it’s also 
in her leadership of El Batidor, in her mastery of the written word, 
and in her thirsty scholarship. As one faculty member observed, 
“Kate is one of the funniest and most serious people you will ever 

meet.” Both aspects have been in play here, leaving us aware that laughter elicits learning 
and that aspiration can and should be a light-hearted expression. Kate is the master of 
such balance, even as she demonstrates an almost uncanny level of productivity. TA, 
soccer captain, student librarian, and originator of the Cooking Club; clearly, Kate knows 
how to get things done, and how to do it with flavor.

Serena Soh†    STANFORD UNIVERSITY

If there is some important project to undertake or job that needs to 
be done well, generally folks will ask Serena to lead it or do it. The 
breadth of her abilities is as remarkable as her unflagging energy, 
her generous commitment, and her endearing warmth. And no one 
on this Mesa has ever seen Serena perform at less than optimum 
levels. We worry about Serena’s being overloaded far more than 
she does. Maybe that’s because when Serena is not working on 
some community-focused endeavor, she is working in a lab 

somewhere solving real-world problems — like STEM therapies for age-related macular 
degeneration. Of course, she takes classes here too, but exceptional work in academic 
pursuits is something we almost take for granted. We know that Serena will offer some 
brilliant observation or conclusion. Doesn’t she always? Yes, but Serena’s genius is what 
she does beyond the expected — in the unselfish ether where her virtue and her brilliance 
and her compassion color every noble responsibility she assumes.

Colin Stevens    UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, DENVER

Colin plays the drums with every fiber of his being. His emotion, his 
energy, his affection for his fellow man — it’s all as conspicuous as 
his remarkable musicality. The experience of sound simply lifts him 
up in the same manner it does his audience. He was a percussionist 
already when he came to Cate, as well as a curious and analytical 
student, and a talented aquatic athlete. But it was clear that Colin’s 
music called to him more profoundly than other pursuits. And he 
answered that call, taking on advanced independent work, studying 

with musicians outside this community, and taking a pastime and turning it into a career. A 
remarkably empathetic young man, he noted last year, “No war has ever been started by 
music. Music brings people together. That’s what I want to do.” And as so many of his fans 
will acknowledge, that’s exactly what he’s done, building that beat and rhythm that 
reaches our very souls.

Halie Straathof*    UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

There is no fear in Halie Straathof. Opponents don’t intimidate her. 
Challenges don’t daunt her. Expectations don’t discourage her. And 
mistakes don’t stop her. She is one of our leaders — a prefect, a sports 
captain, and an unflappable teammate who manages to imbue 
everyone around her with confidence. And that isn’t simply because 
we have learned to rely on Halie to take us or teach us or lead us. It’s 
because she gives us all the impression that things will be fine 
however they turn out. We like being with her because she makes us 

feel good about ourselves. Sure, she has led lots of Cate teams to victory, too, both on land 
and in the water. She lights up classrooms just as decisively and she has shown us that she 
can win art competitions as well. But the winning somehow seems secondary to the 
experience, especially when we have the good fortune to share it with Halie.

Gabriella Teodoro†    HARVEY MUDD COLLEGE

Gabby shared with us all in her Tuesday Talk, “I was always a tiny 
one … the smallest on my kindergarten tee-ball team, the runt of 
all-star soccer, the shortest shooter on my basketball team.” But she 
admitted too that she believed that she was destined for something 
big. At Cate, we don’t know that diminutive child. All we see is 
Gabby’s massive commitment to her studies, her huge heart, her 
soaring musical voice, and her captivating dreams. “Having a 
student like Gabby is one of the rewards of teaching,” said a 

colleague recently. She is meticulous and thoughtful, able to see all the small details and 
the thematic elements that connect everything together. Gabby admits that it is hard 
sometimes to hope as she does, to distance herself from the days when expectations 
were small, but she never concedes. And sometimes, when we need it the most, she 
sings, and all is right with the world.

Ambre Thiery    MCGILL UNIVERSITY

Ambre hails from well east of here, from New York City and a town 
in the French countryside. And she has brought with her to Cate 
the best qualities of both places. She can be the tough, gritty kid 
who likes to mix it up on the basketball court. A member of our 
varsity team since her freshman year, Ambre is known for her 
tenacity and skill as well as for her refusal to shy from a collision. 
Such resolve and discipline are also on display in the classroom, 
where Ambre is tireless in her preparation and exacting in her 

standards. But there is a gentleness to Ambre, too, and a principled nature that helps her 
stay true to her rural roots. She proctors in our French lab and is conscientious in the 
manner that she maintains her relationships and supports her friends. Even a torn ACL 
her junior year couldn’t keep Ambre down for long. She just wouldn’t let it.

Nickolas Thomas    NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

Nick doesn’t do anything half-way. His interests completely compel 
him, leading him to an array of memorable aptitudes and 
achievements. And most of them are quite conspicuous. Just stop 
by and listen to Nick play the tenor sax in our advanced jazz 
ensemble. Or watch him on the basketball court. Or ask to see the 
novel he has been working on. Nick’s breadth of talent is 
impressive, but the manner in which he has exercised it musically 
and athletically and artistically is particularly humbling. Even more 

heartening, Nick has achieved these things despite impediments that could well have 
shaken him off course — changing schools, a medical diagnosis that essentially ended his 
athletic career, and the concurrent need to rebuild his priorities. But Nick met that 
adversity with resolve and the conviction that he knew better than anyone else what he is 
capable of. Not surprisingly, he was right, too.

Georgia Thompson    TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

Georgia hopes to work for NASA one day, which seems a fitting 
ambition for a young woman who is so adept at raising standards. 
She is as universally curious and as interested as any student, 
captivated by everything from cellular biology to cellular 
communication. She reads voraciously and was one of the students 
who worked with our architects to help imagine a new Cate library. 
And she has the grace and the eloquence to connect with anyone 
or any idea. That very nature has made her one of our most 

engaging and responsible prefects, for mentorship seems to be wired into Georgia. And 
she is as likely to spend her time out of class using her skills to some community 
benefit — on Stream Team or by playing the viola in our orchestra. That may, in fact, be 
Georgia’s special gift — that she can find ways always to contribute meaningfully to the 
group, whether the task is a challenging concerto or landing on Mars.

Zachary Towbes    BERKLEE COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Zac is our Music Man. There doesn’t seem to be an instrument he 
can’t play, a melody he can’t compose, a ballad he can’t sing, or a 
theory he can’t master. He is himself a series of synchronous notes, 
made melodic by the manner in which he conducts his life and the 
focus with which he pursues his passion. There was a time, in fact, 
when Zac worried that he could not focus enough on his craft at 
Cate, but he recognized, ultimately, that the study and creation of 
sound is best enabled in the context of other disciplines and areas 

of endeavor. Zac is as precocious a student of math or biology or history as he is of 
music. He is a teaching assistant and a cyclist, one who in his freshman year completed 
10 legs of the bikeathon to help earn the community a free day. The lengths to which Zac 
goes to invigorate or inspire or support are extraordinary, which may well be why he 
became a musician. 

Mariel Vogel    PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Ellie is our still waters. The well whose depth we can only guess at. 
A young woman whose placid nature suggests that she knows 
something that we do not. By every academic measure, there is 
ample proof of that. Ellie is brilliant and insightful, analytical and 
intellectually empathetic. She can see truth and understand 
patterns. Our most difficult courses are always her favorites. But 
even when she demonstrates such mastery, we sense she is still 
holding something back. We see her aspire, watched her work on 

the soccer field where she is a skilled and dependable player, and read her articles in El 
Batidor. We’ve seen her joy, too, in her friendships, in her scholarship, and in her peace. 
Certainly it is no accident that one of Ellie’s favored disciplines is the study of language. 
Not only does it increase her access to the ideas of others, but it suggests that quiet Ellie 
may well become one of our great communicators.

Henry Walsh    MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE

Henry Walsh seems perpetually at ease. He is as comfortable in 
the company of adults as he is with his peers, is sincere and 
graceful in every interaction, and can disarm even the soberest of 
characters with his dry, self-effacing wit. He brought the house 
down in his Tuesday Talk, in large part because Henry is not afraid 
to laugh at himself. Perhaps that is because at his core, Henry has a 
certain self-assurance born of a life that has ironically brought him 
into contact with places and forces bigger than he. He is a lover of 

the outdoors and a fisherman, smitten with the wide open spaces and the mountains of 
his native Montana. He is a public servant, having spent summers working to support 
Native Americans on a nearby reservation and clearing trails with the Montana 
Conservation Corps. Indeed, this young man who was once afraid of wind seems to 
have it at his back now, with a future as bright and productive as befits a man of thought, 
of earth, and of big sky.

Zhezheng Wang    CORNELL UNIVERSITY

Jason has done some remarkable things over four years on the 
Mesa. He has been a determined and driven scholar, a generous and 
inviting friend, and a principled and empathetic citizen. Those very 
characteristics led to his appointment as a prefect in our freshman 
dormitory, for who better than Jason to help younger students 
understand and respect their responsibility to this community? But in 
truth we all got to know Jason best last spring when he campaigned 
for student body president. There his generosity and natural 

inclination for service became more conspicuous. And we heard the oft-repeated 
affirmation, “I love America.” What struck us all about that declaration was the second 
word, not the third. If we were to sum Jason up, and articulate his many qualities, his 
capacity for love would surely be at the top of the list. And it is in the expression of that very 
thing that he has impacted this community so deeply.

Theodore Wecker    BOWDOIN COLLEGE

Teddy is our virtuous Tom Sawyer, the charismatic guy who can 
make work look like something else, something fun, something we all 
want to be part of. He was subtle about it in his early years, giving 
generously, working hard, doing whatever he could to be helpful. He 
became our man in the booth and the mainstay of our theater tech 
team. He was the man in the goal for our water polo team, a gritty 
and unselfish athlete. And he became the would-be engineer in 
science and math classes, the guy who could make things work. And 

soon everyone knew not only who Teddy was but also the great things he did. In his senior 
year, he occupies the most significant leadership position in the school. And yet he carries 
the responsibility with a deftness and a sense of humility that are reminiscent of the 
leadership he long offered behind the curtain. His wisdom seems to be a byproduct not 
simply of his belief in himself but also os his trust in and affection for everyone else. Work, 
play, or anything in between, we’ll happily join Teddy.

Elijah Weiss    HAMILTON COLLEGE

Over the years, Elijah has been everyman at Cate. He has rendered 
some new character in each performance that has hit the main stage, 
and in those moments we get to see Elijah anew. For though he is not 
the characters he portrays, the renderings themselves reveal him, 
show his sensitivity and insight, describe his affection for his fellow 
players, and his genuine and well-meaning interest in getting things 
right. He has been courageous throughout his tenure in pushing into 
fresh areas of endeavor, perhaps to test his own willingness to learn 

something new. He has become a dancer, took up Japanese after nine years of Spanish, 
found himself captivated by numbers, statistics, and economics, and became a vocalist. 
There is something deeply gratifying about Elijah’s journey at Cate, because it is so broad 
in its impact and application, so gently bold and innovative, and so clearly the product of 
Elijah’s own unique and generous agency.

Nanyan Wu°    YALE UNIVERSITY

Nancy introduced herself to the Cate community in dramatic 
fashion: with a traditional Chinese dance at Convocation. There we 
saw all the artistry, the precision, and the grace that are characteristic 
of everything Nancy does. She is a magnificent student — always 
attentive to nuance and subtlety, persistent in the face of challenge, 
and a thoughtful, artful communicator. The written word especially 
appeals to her, and she parlayed that interest into her productive and 
exacting leadership of our Tuesday Talk program. We even heard in 

that very venue of a student who had nightmares about not meeting Nancy’s deadline for 
his speech. But Nancy is really all about responsibility, not wrath. She greets families as one 
of our head tour guides, converses comfortably in three languages, and is working on her 
fluency in American Sign Language. She is just as that dance portended — a most exquisite 
rendering of human expression.

Emily Zhang*    COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

Emily is easy to rely on. She has taken every possible challenge Cate 
could throw at her and turned it into an opportunity to do something 
unprecedented. Her scholarship flows from a well of spirited 
independence, unfettered and essential, ready always to be 
expressed and refined. Her inclination to be of service is 
conspicuous both in the manner in which she engages her studies 
and the way she interacts with the world, this year as head of our 
Public Service Program. And she is no less impactful in the exercise 

of her art or her athletics. She is strong and fast, a resolute and daunting competitor. And 
everything seems to culminate in the manner of her dance. She can do it all — hip hop, jazz, 
ballet — but whatever the genre, Emily’s movement simply reflects the creativity, the 
versatility, the grace, and the power that we see in everything she is and does.

Robert Zhu*    MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE

Robert found the outdoors at Cate. In truth, he was already a gifted 
student when he arrived — highly motivated, disciplined, and 
genuinely curious. He was adept socially too, blessed with great 
empathy, patience, and the inclination to listen. One faculty member 
noted, “Robert helps others find their own strengths and voices 
instead of telling them how to solve problems.” It is fitting, given his 
contemplative nature, that Robert would gravitate to the 
backcountry, where presence of mind and the ability to collaborate 

with peers is an absolute necessity. And he has explored at every turn, becoming certified 
in scuba diving, running rivers in his kayak, and scaling the rock faces of Gibraltar. It seems 
that Robert will perpetually be in search of new frontiers — be those academic, geographic, 
or topographic. And in such questing he is sure to find ever more opportunities to ask and 
answer the most important questions. 
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“Part of the spirit of this place 
goes with us. We shall again 

aspire, again attain, in the world 
that lies beyond these horizons.”

— Curtis Cate, School Founder


