CATE EXPENSES Academic year 2009-2010

Boarding Tuition ~ $41,600 (room and board)
Day Tuition $32,750

Other typical expenses include books, supplies from the student bookstore, private music lessons,

Outdoor Program trips, elective extracurricular activities such as off-campus concerts or movies, Affo r d in g a C ate E d u C ati 0 n

prescription medicines, athletic equipment, etc.

Payment Schedule and Options

A non-refundable reservation deposit of 20 percent of tuition is due at the time of enrollment. There
are three choices of tuition payment. Tuition refund insurance is required for all families who do not
choose the single payment plan.

1. SINGLE PAYMENT PLAN:
e Tuition due July 1

2. THREE PAYMENT PLAN:
e Tuition due July 1

e Tuition due November 1

e Tuition due January 1

3. TEN PAYMENT PLAN:

e Tuition payment due monthly May 1 through February 1
All communications

regarding financial aid
should be addressed to:

Cate School

Financial Aid Committee
1960 Cate Mesa Road

Post Office Box 5005
Carpinteria, CA 93014-5005

Charlotte Brownlee ’85
Director of Admission and Enrollment
805-684-4127,ext. 216

. . Gwendolyn Pierce
E-mail: admission@cate.org Associate Director of Admission and
Financial Aid

805-684-4127, ext. 275

Web site: www.cate.org
Phone: (805) 684-4127, ext. 217
Fax: (805) 684-2279

John Tilton
Controller
805-684-4127, ext. 209
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Is CONSIDERED

CONFIDENTIAL

ate School is committed to helping families finance their children’s tuition
costs. However, for our financial aid program to be truly effective, and

to aid as many deserving families as possible, it is expected that families
make their children’s education a financial priority.

For the 2009-10 school year, about 30 percent of the student body
shares more than $2 million in financial aid. The goal of Cate’s financial aid program is
twofold: to attract and enroll students from diverse cultural, ethnic, economic and geographic
backgrounds, and to offer a unique educational opportunity to deserving students who lack
the means themselves.

The financial aid committee administers Cate’s financial aid program. Awards are
strictly need-based and follow the guidelines of the National Association of Independent
Schools (NAIS). Financial aid decisions are based on a family’s ability to finance their
child’s education as demonstrated by the methodology of the School and Student Service for
Financial Aid (SSS) of Princeton, New Jersey.

Within the limitations of its budget, and according to its own financial aid policies, Cate
uses the SSS recommendations as a guideline in determining individual awards. While the
admission and financial aid programs at Cate are separate processes, we attempt to notify all
new students and their families of our financial aid decisions at the same time that we notify
them of our admission decisions.

The Parents’ Financial Statement (PFS) is enclosed. Please read the general information
section carefully, as it will answer many of the questions you may have regarding this
process. It is important that you adhere to the financial aid application deadline of February 1,
2010, whether you are a new or returning family.

IMPORTANT DATES
On or before January 15, 2010 - The PFS and application fee should
be sent directly to SSS.

On or before February 1, 2010 - Cate School’s Financial Aid Request
Form must be returned to the admission office.

On or before February 15, 2010 - A draft or copy of your 2008 1040
tax form and supporting schedules must be submitted to Cate.

On line 7A of the PFS you are asked to identify the name of the school(s) that you
want to receive the SSS report. Cate School’s SSS code is 2170 and our address is Post
Office Box 5005, Carpinteria, CA 93014-5005. You need only complete one application if
you are applying for financial aid at more than one school using the SSS service. Also, if you
will have more than one student at Cate next year, please complete only one PFS for your
family. Use the name of your oldest child on line IA. We hope that using this process will
help simplify your application to Cate.

What do | need to submit
to apply for financial aid?
See “Important Dates” on
previous page.

What if | do not have my
2009 taxes prepared by
February 15, 2010?

While we will grant extensions,
no official award can be made
until a draft or copy of your
2009 tax return is on file in our
office. Tax returns submitted
after this date will be considered
on an “as funding is available”
basis.

Will a request for
financial aid influence the
admission decision?

No. Cate bases its acceptance
of students on academic ability,
achievement, and character.

Do ways exist, aside from
financial aid at Cate,

to help families meet
education expenses?

Cate has a ten-month tuition
payment plan available. Please
see payment schedule on the
back page.

Is there a repayment
obligation involved when
a family receives aid from
Cate?

No. All awards are need-based
grants, not loans.

Is a student receiving
financial aid required

to assume extra
responsibilities at Cate?
No.

Can a student receive

a scholarship based on
merit alone?

No. All financial aid awards are
need-based.

Is financial aid renewed
each year automatically?
Cate asks families receiving
financial aid to reapply each
year. However, once financial
aid has been awarded, it is
reasonable to expect that it
will be renewed each year,
providing a family’s situation
does not change substantially.
Changes in a family’s financial
situation could result in an
increase or decrease in financial
aid, depending on individual
circumstances.

When other children in
the family are attending
tuition-charging schools,
does this influence Cate’s
financial aid decision?
Yes. One of the factors that
influences the decision is the
family’s financial commitment
to education. Cate takes

into account the amount of
discretionary income for
education that can be divided
among all children attending
tuition-charging schools.

Does home equity
influence the financial aid
decision?

Home equity is considered in
SSS methodology, along with
other assets.

What happens if the
parents are divorced or
separated?

Cate considers the assets of
both natural parents and/or
stepparents before making an
award and cannot be bound by
the assertion that one parent has
disclaimed responsibility for
educational expenses. In this
situation, the custodial parent
fills out the PFS and submits it
to SSS. Non-custodial parents
and stepparents must also
complete a PFS and submit

it directly to Cate. It is the
custodial parent’s responsibility
to ensure that this procedure is
completed.

Is there an income
standard a family must
have in order to be
considered for financial
aid?

No. Net income is not the only
factor used in making financial
aid decisions. Assets, debts,
and number of dependents

are among the various factors
that Cate considers, and these
factors may have an influence
on financial aid decisions.

Does SSS provide the
funds for financial aid?
No. Cate uses its own resources
for financial aid.

FREQUENTLY
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ABOUT
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