


APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Included in this application are all the forms you will need to apply to Cate School, with the exception of a transcript release form (see below). 
It is important to return all forms to the Cate Admission Office no later than January 15. Notification of a decision from the admission committee will be 
available on March 10.

A. Applicant Information: this should be completed by the applicant.

B. Short Responses: these may be typed or handwritten.

C. Two Essays: these may be typed or handwritten.

D. Applicant's academics, extracurricular activities, athletics form: these may be typed or handwritten.

E. Parent Statement: this should be completed by your parents as a way of sharing with the admission committee their understanding of you, your 
talents, and your interests.

F. School Report: this should be given to your Head of School or Counselor, who should then return it directly to the Cate Admission Office. 

G, H. Teacher Recommendations: these should be given to your current English and math teachers no sooner than November 1 and no later than January 1. 
Because all teacher recommendations are confidential, they should be returned to the Cate Admission Office directly from your teachers.

I. Personal Recommendation: this should be given to a person who knows you and your strengths well. 

J. Special Interest Recommendation: this should be given to someone who is familiar with a specific talent or accomplishment of yours in athletics, the 
arts, student government, etc.

K. Interview: Cate School requires you and your parents to have a campus visit and interview. Please call the Admission Office to arrange for your 
campus visit and interview as soon as possible.

L. Testing: Cate School requires the following tests.
• Applicants applying for the ninth or tenth grade are required to submit the Secondary School Admission Test (SSAT) or the Independent School 

Entrance Examination (ISEE).  In order for your scores to arrive prior to the January 15 application deadline, we suggest that you register for the 
SSAT no later than the January testing date. Scores from either test should be forwarded directly to Cate. The Cate School SSAT code number is 
2170. SSAT: (609)-683-4440. The Cate School ISEE code number is 050485. ISEE: (800) 446-0320. 

• Applicants applying for the eleventh grade may submit SSAT, PSAT, or SAT scores.
• Applicants who are non-native English speakers are required to take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL).  The Cate School TOEFL 

code number is 8529. TOEFL: tool free (877) 863-3546 or (609) 951-1100.  

M. Transcript: A transcript release form will be available for download from our website in December. Your school can release your transcripts to Cate 
only after your parent or guardian has signed and submitted the form to your school. You are required to submit grades from the last two years.

N. Application Fee: A $75 non-refundable fee for U.S. students, or $100 for international students, should accompany your application. In addition, 
we request that you submit one passport-size picture of yourself.

O. Financial Aid: if you plan to apply for financial aid, mark the appropriate box on the application. We will immediately send you the Cate School 
Financial Aid application packet.

It is your responsibility to stay in touch with the Admission Office regarding the status of your application.
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A.  APPLICANT INFORMATION

First Name________________________________	 Last_ __________________________________ 	 Middle___________________________________

Preferred________________________________________________________ Date of Birth_ ______________________________________________

Age____________________________________________________________ Country of Birth ____________________________________________	

Citizenship (if dual please indicate)___________________________________ Race/Ethnicity (optional)______________________________________

Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

Check appropriate boxes:                   Boarding Student                    Day Student                    Male                    Female

Applicant email address____________________________________________ 	 Applicant cell phone_ _______________________________________

Applicant SKYPE address___________________________________________ 	 I have had/will have my interview on____________________________

I will take/have taken the SSAT (Secondary School Admission Test) or ISEE (Independent School Entrance Exam) on _ ___________________________

FINANCIAL AID APPLICANTS ONLY

Do you intend to apply for financial aid?   Yes   No

Do you need to receive a Cate School Financial Aid Packet (as described on our Application Checklist)?   Yes   No

FAMILY INFORMATION
Please designate a primary mailing address for correspondence regarding this application:

 Parent 1   Parent 2   Other:__________________________________

	 PARENT 1	 PARENT 2

Relationship To Applicant_______________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Name	 First_____________________ Last________________________	 First____________________Last_ ________________________

Home Address	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Country	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Home Phone	 ( ________ )_________________________________________	 ( ________ )_________________________________________

Cell Phone	 ( ________ )_________________________________________	 ( ________ )_________________________________________

Preferred E-mail	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Occupation/Title	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Employer	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Business Phone	 ( ________ )_________________________________________	 ( ________ )_________________________________________

If parents are not living together, who is the custodial parent or legal guardian?_	  Parent 1   Parent 2

Applicant lives with:   Parent 1   Parent 2   Other (Specify relationship)	 ________________________________________________________

Who should receive admission correspondence?      Parent 1   Parent 2

Check any that apply:   Mother deceased   Father deceased   Parents separated   Parents divorced
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APPLICANT’S SCHOOLING
	 Current School	 Previous School (if any)
Name	 Name

Dates and grade level	 Dates and grade level

Address	 Address

City, State, Zip Code, Country	 City, State, Zip Code, Country

Phone Number	 Phone Number

Type of School	 Type of School
 Public         Independent         Parochial		   Public         Independent         Parochial

	

Have you ever repeated a grade?   No   Yes  If yes, which grade and why?____________________________________________________________

Have you ever been involved in any disciplinary incident resulting in a response (e.g. censure, suspension, withdrawal or dismissal) from your school?

 No    Yes  If yes, which grade and why? ______________________________________________________________________________________

To which other schools do you expect to apply?	___________________________________________________________________________________

Please list friends or relatives who attend or have attended Cate:
	

	 Name	 Class	 Relationship

Please list siblings' names and their current educational status:
	

	 Name	 Age	 Present School or College
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	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 APPLICANT: may be typed or handwritten.

B.  SHORT RESPONSES

Complete the following phrases. There is no right or wrong answer; be spontaneous, creative, and most importantly, have fun!

Something surprising about me_____________________________________________________________________

In my free time_ ________________________________________________________________________________

The best thing I have done for someone_ _____________________________________________________________

Teachers often tell me_ ___________________________________________________________________________  

The person I would most like to meet________________________________________________________________

I wish I were better at_ ___________________________________________________________________________  

A book that has changed me_ ______________________________________________________________________  

A family tradition _______________________________________________________________________________  

My theme song_ ________________________________________________________________________________  

I admire_______________________________________________________________________________________  

If I were a character in any book, movie or play ________________________________________________________

My friends would describe me______________________________________________________________________

A recent challenge I overcame_ _____________________________________________________________________

I try hard______________________________________________________________________________________  

If I wore a sign _________________________________________________________________________________  

A quality I seek in friends_________________________________________________________________________

Roses are red, violets are blue ______________________________________________________________________

I care about_ ___________________________________________________________________________________

When I graduate from Cate, I will be remembered______________________________________________________  

CATE
SCHOOL
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C.  ESSAY QUESTIONS

Select and respond to two of the three following questions; either type or write in your own handwriting your responses.  

1. Cate's mission statement reads, Through commitment, scholarship, companionship, and service, each member of the 
Cate community contributes to what our founder called: the spirit of this place … all compounded of beauty and virtue, 
quiet study, vigorous play, and hard work.  If you were to craft a mission statement for your life, what would it say?  
Why?  How do you intend to live up to it?

2. Author Anne Lamott has written, "Hope begins in the dark, the stubborn hope that if you just show up and try 
to do the right thing, the dawn will come.  You wait and watch and work:  you don't give up."  Describe a time 
in your life when this statement proved true. 

3. The Cate School motto is a single French word:  Servons.  Its meaning -- let us serve -- is fundamental to life at 
Cate.  In a well-reasoned essay, explain where you believe service is most needed in the world and why.

D.  ACADEMICS

List any academic or academically related recognitions, awards, or citations you have received in the past two years: _____________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Of the activities or athletics you plan to continue, which is the most meaningful to you and why? _________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Tell us about any non-academic honors, awards or citations you have received. _ _____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Activities and Athletics
	 Extracurricular Activities	 Years Involved	 Level/Leadership Position	 Plan to Continue

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

	 Athletics	 Years Involved	 Level/Leadership Position	 Plan to Continue

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO
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Please attach a recent photograph.
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E.  PHOTO / SIGNATURE VERIFICATION

By signing this application, the signer agrees that all the materials, including teacher recommendations, submitted 
as part of the application process are completely confidential and will not be released to anyone, including the 
applicant and his or her family. The signer also indicates that he or she has the authority to enroll the applicant in 
Cate School, should the applicant be admitted.

	 Applicant Signature	 ___________________________________________________

	 Parent or Guardian Signature	 ___________________________________________________

	 Date	 ___________________________________________________

Cate School admits students of any race, color, religion, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin to  
all rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the School.  
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin in  

administration of its educational policies, scholarship, athletic and other school-administered programs.

Mail Completed Application To:

Cate School Admission Committee
1960 Cate Mesa Road
Post Office Box 5005

Carpinteria, California 93014-5005

A $75 non-refundable fee for U.S. students and $100 for international students must accompany this application.

Tel:	 (805) 684-4127  ext. 217
Fax: 	(805) 684-2279
Email:	 admission@cate.org
	www.cate.org



	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________

	

F.  PARENT STATEMENT

Please consider the completion of this form to be the first step in your ongoing participation in your child’s educational development 
at Cate. We believe that Cate best serves students' needs when we work in a collaborative fashion, with parents, the School, and students 
joining together. To assist us, please complete the following questions or statements. Feel free to complete these questions on a separate 
sheet.

Share with us what you believe to be your child’s special strengths, relative weaknesses, talents, extracurricular interests, etc. Take as much 
space as you like; we love reading great parent anecdotes!

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In broad terms, what are your expectations of your child’s experience at Cate?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Tell us about how your child handles setback and disappointments and what he or she has learned from them.  How has your child 
demonstrated resilience?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To ensure that your child receives the consideration, support, and encouragement he or she might need while at Cate, it is important for 
us to be aware of particular challenges that he or she has faced as a learner. Therefore, if applicable, please discuss any educational testing, 
counseling and/or psycho-educational evaluation which your child has undertaken.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________
	
	 To the applicant: please give this recommendation to your current Head of School or Counselor.
	

G.  SCHOOL REPORT — Due: January 15, 2012

Head of School or Counselor

The above-named student has chosen you as a reference for admission to Cate School.  The purpose of this recommendation is to assist 
Cate with the admission decision.  This information should be completed and returned to the Cate School Admission Office by January 15. 
Please be assured that your recommendation will be kept in the strictest confidence. If you are unfamiliar with Cate School, we suggest 
that you read the following paragraph before completing this form:

Cate School, established in 1910, is a four-year, coeducational, college preparatory boarding school outside Santa 
Barbara, California.  The student body of 265 students (83% are boarders) comes from 25 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries and is both academically talented and remarkably diverse (42% students of color).  A typical applicant to Cate has 
strong character, a history of high academic achievement, and is mature, curious, adventurous, and willing to assume 
increasing responsibility and independence.

	 					     No Basis
To what extent does this student:	 Always		  Sometimes		  Rarely	 for Judgment

Ask questions that go beyond a basic understanding	  	 	

Become easily bored	  	 	

Demonstrate excitement when learning something new	  	 	

Demonstrate resilience when introduced to challenging concepts	  	 	

React to criticism	  	 	

Demonstrate maturity	  	 	

Set and pursue goals	  	 	

Demonstrate ambition	  	 	

Complete work on his/her own	  	 	

Treat others with respect and kindness	  	 	

Contribute to a positive classroom environment	  	 	

Demonstrate honesty in dealing with others	  	 	

Find innovative ways to tackle problems	  	 	

Finish tasks completely	  	 	

Spend the appropriate amount of time to do his/her best work	  	 	
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How long have you known the student? _ _________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever taught the student in an academic class?______________________________________________________________

To what extent does this student demonstrate potential to flourish in a demanding and fast-paced academic environment? We are 
interested in motivation, originality, promptness, organization, and genuine interest in academic pursuits.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the quality of the student's performance in extracurricular activities? Does he/she have any unusual strengths, talents, or 
capacity for leadership?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does the student have weaknesses or problems of which we should be aware? Are there special or unusual circumstances (positive or 
negative) which may be relevant to the student's performance in school?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please feel free to make additional comments:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My assessment of this student’s application to Cate School for academic achievement is:
As strong as possible  Enthusiastic  Confident  With reservations  I do not recommend

My assessment of this student’s application to Cate School for character is:
As strong as possible  Enthusiastic  Confident  With reservations  I do not recommend

  
Name of person completing this form ___________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of person completing this form ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________ email____________________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________________Date_____________________________________

To learn more about Cate School, visit our website at www.cate.org
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	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________
	
	 To the applicant: please give this recommendation to your current math teacher.

H.  MATH TEACHER RECOMMENDATION — Due: January 15, 2012
The above-named student has chosen you as a reference for admission to Cate School.  The purpose of this recommendation is to assist 
Cate with the admission decision.  This information should be completed and returned to the Cate School Admission Office by January 15. 
Please be assured that your recommendation will be kept in the strictest confidence. If you are unfamiliar with Cate School, we suggest 
that you read the following paragraph before completing this form:

Cate School, established in 1910, is a four-year, coeducational, college preparatory boarding school outside Santa 
Barbara, California.  The student body of 265 students (83% are boarders) comes from 25 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries and is both academically talented and remarkably diverse (42% students of color).  A typical applicant to Cate has 
strong character, a history of high academic achievement, and is mature, curious, adventurous, and willing to assume 
increasing responsibility and independence.

What are the first few words that come to your mind to describe the student?________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does the student react to challenge, both academic and personal? _ ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How willing is the student to take intellectual risks?_ _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your impressions of the student's character and values? How is he/she regarded by peers and faculty? Comment upon his/her 

integrity, sense of purpose, respect for others, etc.___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are there special or unusual circumstances (positive or negative) which may be relevant to the student's achievement in school? 

Does the student have weaknesses or issues of which we should be aware?________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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In which class do you currently teach the student?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Into which class should this student be placed next year? Please specify honors or regular course.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 					     No Basis
To what extent does this student:	 Always		  Sometimes		  Rarely	 for Judgment

Demonstrate knowledge of basic skills in my class	  	 	

Demonstrate accuracy in the use of basic skills	  	 	

Demonstrate ability to solve complex problems	  	 	

Demonstrate ability to apply learned concepts to new problems	  	 	

Demonstrate organization	  	 	

Demonstrate determination to master new and challenging concepts	  	 	

Ask questions that go beyond a basic understanding	  	 	

Become easily bored	  	 	

Demonstrate excitement when learning something new	  	 	

Demonstrate resilience when introduced to challenging concepts	

Complete work on his/her own	  	 	

Treat others with respect and kindness	  	 	

Contribute to a positive classroom environment	  	 	

Demonstrate honesty in dealing with others	  	 	

Find innovative ways to tackle problems	  	 	

Finish tasks completely	  	 	

Spend the appropriate amount of time to do his/her best work	

My assessment of this student’s application to Cate School for academic achievement is:
As strong as possible    Enthusiastic    Confident    With reservations    I do not recommend

My assessment of this student’s application to Cate School for character is:
As strong as possible    Enthusiastic    Confident    With reservations    I do not recommend

(Please print or type)
Name of person completing this form ___________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of person completing this form ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________ email____________________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________________Date_____________________________________

To learn more about Cate School, visit our website at www.cate.org

Math Teacher Recommendation • Page 2 of 2



	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________
	
	 To the applicant: please give this recommendation to your current English teacher.

I.  ENGLISH TEACHER RECOMMENDATION — Due: January 15, 2012
The above-named student has chosen you as a reference for admission to Cate School.  The purpose of this recommendation is to assist 
Cate with the admission decision.  This information should be completed and returned to the Cate School Admission Office by January 15. 
Please be assured that your recommendation will be kept in the strictest confidence. If you are unfamiliar with Cate School, we suggest 
that you read the following paragraph before completing this form:

Cate School, established in 1910, is a four-year, coeducational, college preparatory boarding school outside Santa 
Barbara, California.  The student body of 265 students (83% are boarders) comes from 25 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries and is both academically talented and remarkably diverse (42% students of color).  A typical applicant to Cate has 
strong character, a history of high academic achievement, and is mature, curious, adventurous, and willing to assume 
increasing responsibility and independence.

What are the first few words that come to your mind to describe the student?________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does the student react to challenge, both academic and personal? _ ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How willing is the student to take intellectual risks?_ _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your impressions of the student's character and values? How is he/she regarded by peers and faculty? Comment upon his/her 

integrity, sense of purpose, respect for others, etc._ __________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are there special or unusual circumstances (positive or negative) which may be relevant to the student's achievement in school? 

Does the student have weaknesses or issues of which we should be aware?________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1960 Cate Mesa Road • Post Office Box 5005 • Carpinteria, CA 93014-5005
(805) 684-4127 Ext. 217 • Fax: (805) 684-2279 • E-mail: admission@cate.org

CATE
SCHOOL

English Teacher Recommendation • Page 1 of 2





	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________

	 To the applicant: please give this recommendation to to someone who knows 
	 you and your strengths well.

J.  PERSONAL RECOMMENDATION — Due: January 15, 2012

The above-named student has chosen you as a reference for admission to Cate School.  The purpose of this recommendation is to assist 
Cate with the admission decision.  This information should be completed and returned to the Cate School Admission Office by January 15. 
Please be assured that your recommendation will be kept in the strictest confidence. If you are unfamiliar with Cate School, we suggest 
that you read the following paragraph before completing this form:

Cate School, established in 1910, is a four-year, coeducational, college preparatory boarding school outside Santa 
Barbara, California.  The student body of 265 students (83% are boarders) comes from 25 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries and is both academically talented and remarkably diverse (42% students of color).  A typical applicant to Cate has 
strong character, a history of high academic achievement, and is mature, curious, adventurous, and willing to assume 
increasing responsibility and independence.

Share with us why you feel the applicant would be a great addition to the Cate community.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is your relationship to the student (relative, family friend, teacher, coach, etc.)? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Please print or type)
Name of person completing this form ___________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of person completing this form ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________ email____________________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________________Date_____________________________________

To learn more about Cate School, visit our website at www.cate.org
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	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________
	
	 To the applicant:  please give this recommendation to to someone who is familiar with a specific  
	 talent or accomplishment of yours in the area of athletics, the arts, student government, etc.

K.  SPECIAL INTEREST RECOMMENDATION — Due: January 15, 2012

The above-named student has chosen you as a reference for admission to Cate School.  The purpose of this recommendation is to assist 
Cate with the admission decision.  This information should be completed and returned to the Cate School Admission Office by January 15. 
Please be assured that your recommendation will be kept in the strictest confidence. If you are unfamiliar with Cate School, we suggest 
that you read the following paragraph before completing this form:

Cate School, established in 1910, is a four-year, coeducational, college preparatory boarding school outside Santa 
Barbara, California.  The student body of 265 students (83% are boarders) comes from 25 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries and is both academically talented and remarkably diverse (42% students of color).  A typical applicant to Cate has 
strong character, a history of high academic achievement, and is mature, curious, adventurous, and willing to assume 
increasing responsibility and independence.

What is the interest or activity in which you direct the student? _______________________________________________________

Is this student’s participation in this activity seasonal or year-round? _ __________________________________________________

How many hours per week does the student dedicate to this activity? _ _________________________________________________

						      No Basis
To what extent does this student:	 Always		  Sometimes		  Rarely	 for Judgment

Demonstrate passion	  	 	

Demonstrate accomplishment/skill	  	 	

Demonstrate excitement when learning something new	  	 	

Demonstrate resilience when introduced to challenging concepts or activities	  	 	

Treat others with respect and kindness	  	 	

Contribute to a positive classroom, team, or group environment	  	 	

Demonstrate honesty in dealing with others	  	 	

Demonstrate the ability to lead and motivate peers	  	 	

Please feel free to make additional comments (use another sheet as necessary).

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of person completing this form ___________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of person completing this form ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________ email____________________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________________Date_____________________________________
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APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Included in this application are all the forms you will need to apply to Cate School, with the exception of a transcript release form (see below). 
It is important to return all forms to the Cate Admission Office no later than January 15. Notification of a decision from the admission committee will be 
available on March 10.

A. Applicant Information: this should be completed by the applicant.

B. Short Responses: these may be typed or handwritten.

C. Two Essays: these may be typed or handwritten.

D. Applicant's academics, extracurricular activities, athletics form: these may be typed or handwritten.

E. Parent Statement: this should be completed by your parents as a way of sharing with the admission committee their understanding of you, your 
talents, and your interests.

F. School Report: this should be given to your Head of School or Counselor, who should then return it directly to the Cate Admission Office. 

G, H. Teacher Recommendations: these should be given to your current English and math teachers no sooner than November 1 and no later than January 1. 
Because all teacher recommendations are confidential, they should be returned to the Cate Admission Office directly from your teachers.

I. Personal Recommendation: this should be given to a person who knows you and your strengths well. 

J. Special Interest Recommendation: this should be given to someone who is familiar with a specific talent or accomplishment of yours in athletics, the 
arts, student government, etc.

K. Interview: Cate School requires you and your parents to have a campus visit and interview. Please call the Admission Office to arrange for your 
campus visit and interview as soon as possible.

L. Testing: Cate School requires the following tests.
• Applicants applying for the ninth or tenth grade are required to submit the Secondary School Admission Test (SSAT) or the Independent School 

Entrance Examination (ISEE).  In order for your scores to arrive prior to the January 15 application deadline, we suggest that you register for the 
SSAT no later than the January testing date. Scores from either test should be forwarded directly to Cate. The Cate School SSAT code number is 
2170. SSAT: (609)-683-4440. The Cate School ISEE code number is 050485. ISEE: (800) 446-0320. 

• Applicants applying for the eleventh grade may submit SSAT, PSAT, or SAT scores.
• Applicants who are non-native English speakers are required to take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL).  The Cate School TOEFL 

code number is 8529. TOEFL: tool free (877) 863-3546 or (609) 951-1100.  

M. Transcript: A transcript release form will be available for download from our website in December. Your school can release your transcripts to Cate 
only after your parent or guardian has signed and submitted the form to your school. You are required to submit grades from the last two years.

N. Application Fee: A $75 non-refundable fee for U.S. students, or $100 for international students, should accompany your application. In addition, 
we request that you submit one passport-size picture of yourself.

O. Financial Aid: if you plan to apply for financial aid, mark the appropriate box on the application. We will immediately send you the Cate School 
Financial Aid application packet.

It is your responsibility to stay in touch with the Admission Office regarding the status of your application.

CATE
SCHOOL
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A.  APPLICANT INFORMATION

First Name________________________________	 Last_ __________________________________ 	 Middle___________________________________

Preferred________________________________________________________ Date of Birth_ ______________________________________________

Age____________________________________________________________ Country of Birth ____________________________________________	

Citizenship (if dual please indicate)___________________________________ Race/Ethnicity (optional)______________________________________

Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

Check appropriate boxes:                   Boarding Student                    Day Student                    Male                    Female

Applicant email address____________________________________________ 	 Applicant cell phone_ _______________________________________

Applicant SKYPE address___________________________________________ 	 I have had/will have my interview on____________________________

I will take/have taken the SSAT (Secondary School Admission Test) or ISEE (Independent School Entrance Exam) on _ ___________________________

FINANCIAL AID APPLICANTS ONLY

Do you intend to apply for financial aid?   Yes   No

Do you need to receive a Cate School Financial Aid Packet (as described on our Application Checklist)?   Yes   No

FAMILY INFORMATION
Please designate a primary mailing address for correspondence regarding this application:

 Parent 1   Parent 2   Other:__________________________________

	 PARENT 1	 PARENT 2

Relationship To Applicant_______________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Name	 First_____________________ Last________________________	 First____________________Last_ ________________________

Home Address	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Country	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Home Phone	 ( ________ )_________________________________________	 ( ________ )_________________________________________

Cell Phone	 ( ________ )_________________________________________	 ( ________ )_________________________________________

Preferred E-mail	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Occupation/Title	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Employer	 ___________________________________________________	 ____________________________________________________

Business Phone	 ( ________ )_________________________________________	 ( ________ )_________________________________________

If parents are not living together, who is the custodial parent or legal guardian?_	  Parent 1   Parent 2

Applicant lives with:   Parent 1   Parent 2   Other (Specify relationship)	 ________________________________________________________

Who should receive admission correspondence?      Parent 1   Parent 2

Check any that apply:   Mother deceased   Father deceased   Parents separated   Parents divorced

Applicant Information • Page 1 of 6



APPLICANT’S SCHOOLING
	 Current School	 Previous School (if any)
Name	 Name

Dates and grade level	 Dates and grade level

Address	 Address

City, State, Zip Code, Country	 City, State, Zip Code, Country

Phone Number	 Phone Number

Type of School	 Type of School
 Public         Independent         Parochial		   Public         Independent         Parochial

	

Have you ever repeated a grade?   No   Yes  If yes, which grade and why?____________________________________________________________

Have you ever been involved in any disciplinary incident resulting in a response (e.g. censure, suspension, withdrawal or dismissal) from your school?

 No    Yes  If yes, which grade and why? ______________________________________________________________________________________

To which other schools do you expect to apply?	___________________________________________________________________________________

Please list friends or relatives who attend or have attended Cate:
	

	 Name	 Class	 Relationship

Please list siblings' names and their current educational status:
	

	 Name	 Age	 Present School or College

Applicant Information • Page 2 of 6



	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 APPLICANT: may be typed or handwritten.

B.  SHORT RESPONSES

Complete the following phrases. There is no right or wrong answer; be spontaneous, creative, and most importantly, have fun!

Something surprising about me_____________________________________________________________________

In my free time_ ________________________________________________________________________________

The best thing I have done for someone_ _____________________________________________________________

Teachers often tell me_ ___________________________________________________________________________  

The person I would most like to meet________________________________________________________________

I wish I were better at_ ___________________________________________________________________________  

A book that has changed me_ ______________________________________________________________________  

A family tradition _______________________________________________________________________________  

My theme song_ ________________________________________________________________________________  

I admire_______________________________________________________________________________________  

If I were a character in any book, movie or play ________________________________________________________

My friends would describe me______________________________________________________________________

A recent challenge I overcame_ _____________________________________________________________________

I try hard______________________________________________________________________________________  

If I wore a sign _________________________________________________________________________________  

A quality I seek in friends_________________________________________________________________________

Roses are red, violets are blue ______________________________________________________________________

I care about_ ___________________________________________________________________________________

When I graduate from Cate, I will be remembered______________________________________________________  

CATE
SCHOOL
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C.  ESSAY QUESTIONS

Select and respond to two of the three following questions; either type or write in your own handwriting your responses.  

1. Cate's mission statement reads, Through commitment, scholarship, companionship, and service, each member of the 
Cate community contributes to what our founder called: the spirit of this place … all compounded of beauty and virtue, 
quiet study, vigorous play, and hard work.  If you were to craft a mission statement for your life, what would it say?  
Why?  How do you intend to live up to it?

2. Author Anne Lamott has written, "Hope begins in the dark, the stubborn hope that if you just show up and try 
to do the right thing, the dawn will come.  You wait and watch and work:  you don't give up."  Describe a time 
in your life when this statement proved true. 

3. The Cate School motto is a single French word:  Servons.  Its meaning -- let us serve -- is fundamental to life at 
Cate.  In a well-reasoned essay, explain where you believe service is most needed in the world and why.

D.  ACADEMICS

List any academic or academically related recognitions, awards, or citations you have received in the past two years: _____________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Of the activities or athletics you plan to continue, which is the most meaningful to you and why? _________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Tell us about any non-academic honors, awards or citations you have received. _ _____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Activities and Athletics
	 Extracurricular Activities	 Years Involved	 Level/Leadership Position	 Plan to Continue

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

	 Athletics	 Years Involved	 Level/Leadership Position	 Plan to Continue

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO

YES / NO
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Please attach a recent photograph.
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E.  PHOTO / SIGNATURE VERIFICATION

By signing this application, the signer agrees that all the materials, including teacher recommendations, submitted 
as part of the application process are completely confidential and will not be released to anyone, including the 
applicant and his or her family. The signer also indicates that he or she has the authority to enroll the applicant in 
Cate School, should the applicant be admitted.

	 Applicant Signature	 ___________________________________________________

	 Parent or Guardian Signature	 ___________________________________________________

	 Date	 ___________________________________________________

Cate School admits students of any race, color, religion, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin to  
all rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the School.  
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin in  

administration of its educational policies, scholarship, athletic and other school-administered programs.

Mail Completed Application To:

Cate School Admission Committee
1960 Cate Mesa Road
Post Office Box 5005

Carpinteria, California 93014-5005

A $75 non-refundable fee for U.S. students and $100 for international students must accompany this application.

Tel:	 (805) 684-4127  ext. 217
Fax: 	(805) 684-2279
Email:	 admission@cate.org
	www.cate.org



	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________

	

F.  PARENT STATEMENT

Please consider the completion of this form to be the first step in your ongoing participation in your child’s educational development 
at Cate. We believe that Cate best serves students' needs when we work in a collaborative fashion, with parents, the School, and students 
joining together. To assist us, please complete the following questions or statements. Feel free to complete these questions on a separate 
sheet.

Share with us what you believe to be your child’s special strengths, relative weaknesses, talents, extracurricular interests, etc. Take as much 
space as you like; we love reading great parent anecdotes!

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In broad terms, what are your expectations of your child’s experience at Cate?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1960 Cate Mesa Road • Post Office Box 5005 • Carpinteria, CA 93014-5005
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Tell us about how your child handles setback and disappointments and what he or she has learned from them.  How has your child 
demonstrated resilience?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To ensure that your child receives the consideration, support, and encouragement he or she might need while at Cate, it is important for 
us to be aware of particular challenges that he or she has faced as a learner. Therefore, if applicable, please discuss any educational testing, 
counseling and/or psycho-educational evaluation which your child has undertaken.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent Statement • Page 2 of 2
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	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________
	
	 To the applicant: please give this recommendation to your current Head of School or Counselor.
	

G.  SCHOOL REPORT — Due: January 15, 2012

Head of School or Counselor

The above-named student has chosen you as a reference for admission to Cate School.  The purpose of this recommendation is to assist 
Cate with the admission decision.  This information should be completed and returned to the Cate School Admission Office by January 15. 
Please be assured that your recommendation will be kept in the strictest confidence. If you are unfamiliar with Cate School, we suggest 
that you read the following paragraph before completing this form:

Cate School, established in 1910, is a four-year, coeducational, college preparatory boarding school outside Santa 
Barbara, California.  The student body of 265 students (83% are boarders) comes from 25 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries and is both academically talented and remarkably diverse (42% students of color).  A typical applicant to Cate has 
strong character, a history of high academic achievement, and is mature, curious, adventurous, and willing to assume 
increasing responsibility and independence.

	 					     No Basis
To what extent does this student:	 Always		  Sometimes		  Rarely	 for Judgment

Ask questions that go beyond a basic understanding	  	 	

Become easily bored	  	 	

Demonstrate excitement when learning something new	  	 	

Demonstrate resilience when introduced to challenging concepts	  	 	

React to criticism	  	 	

Demonstrate maturity	  	 	

Set and pursue goals	  	 	

Demonstrate ambition	  	 	

Complete work on his/her own	  	 	

Treat others with respect and kindness	  	 	

Contribute to a positive classroom environment	  	 	

Demonstrate honesty in dealing with others	  	 	

Find innovative ways to tackle problems	  	 	

Finish tasks completely	  	 	

Spend the appropriate amount of time to do his/her best work	  	 	

1960 Cate Mesa Road • Post Office Box 5005 • Carpinteria, CA 93014-5005
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How long have you known the student? _ _________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever taught the student in an academic class?______________________________________________________________

To what extent does this student demonstrate potential to flourish in a demanding and fast-paced academic environment? We are 
interested in motivation, originality, promptness, organization, and genuine interest in academic pursuits.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the quality of the student's performance in extracurricular activities? Does he/she have any unusual strengths, talents, or 
capacity for leadership?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does the student have weaknesses or problems of which we should be aware? Are there special or unusual circumstances (positive or 
negative) which may be relevant to the student's performance in school?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please feel free to make additional comments:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My assessment of this student’s application to Cate School for academic achievement is:
As strong as possible  Enthusiastic  Confident  With reservations  I do not recommend

My assessment of this student’s application to Cate School for character is:
As strong as possible  Enthusiastic  Confident  With reservations  I do not recommend

  
Name of person completing this form ___________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of person completing this form ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________ email____________________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________________Date_____________________________________

To learn more about Cate School, visit our website at www.cate.org
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	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________
	
	 To the applicant: please give this recommendation to your current math teacher.

H.  MATH TEACHER RECOMMENDATION — Due: January 15, 2012
The above-named student has chosen you as a reference for admission to Cate School.  The purpose of this recommendation is to assist 
Cate with the admission decision.  This information should be completed and returned to the Cate School Admission Office by January 15. 
Please be assured that your recommendation will be kept in the strictest confidence. If you are unfamiliar with Cate School, we suggest 
that you read the following paragraph before completing this form:

Cate School, established in 1910, is a four-year, coeducational, college preparatory boarding school outside Santa 
Barbara, California.  The student body of 265 students (83% are boarders) comes from 25 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries and is both academically talented and remarkably diverse (42% students of color).  A typical applicant to Cate has 
strong character, a history of high academic achievement, and is mature, curious, adventurous, and willing to assume 
increasing responsibility and independence.

What are the first few words that come to your mind to describe the student?________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does the student react to challenge, both academic and personal? _ ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How willing is the student to take intellectual risks?_ _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your impressions of the student's character and values? How is he/she regarded by peers and faculty? Comment upon his/her 

integrity, sense of purpose, respect for others, etc.___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are there special or unusual circumstances (positive or negative) which may be relevant to the student's achievement in school? 

Does the student have weaknesses or issues of which we should be aware?________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1960 Cate Mesa Road • Post Office Box 5005 • Carpinteria, CA 93014-5005
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In which class do you currently teach the student?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Into which class should this student be placed next year? Please specify honors or regular course.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 					     No Basis
To what extent does this student:	 Always		  Sometimes		  Rarely	 for Judgment

Demonstrate knowledge of basic skills in my class	  	 	

Demonstrate accuracy in the use of basic skills	  	 	

Demonstrate ability to solve complex problems	  	 	

Demonstrate ability to apply learned concepts to new problems	  	 	

Demonstrate organization	  	 	

Demonstrate determination to master new and challenging concepts	  	 	

Ask questions that go beyond a basic understanding	  	 	

Become easily bored	  	 	

Demonstrate excitement when learning something new	  	 	

Demonstrate resilience when introduced to challenging concepts	

Complete work on his/her own	  	 	

Treat others with respect and kindness	  	 	

Contribute to a positive classroom environment	  	 	

Demonstrate honesty in dealing with others	  	 	

Find innovative ways to tackle problems	  	 	

Finish tasks completely	  	 	

Spend the appropriate amount of time to do his/her best work	

My assessment of this student’s application to Cate School for academic achievement is:
As strong as possible    Enthusiastic    Confident    With reservations    I do not recommend

My assessment of this student’s application to Cate School for character is:
As strong as possible    Enthusiastic    Confident    With reservations    I do not recommend

(Please print or type)
Name of person completing this form ___________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of person completing this form ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________ email____________________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________________Date_____________________________________

To learn more about Cate School, visit our website at www.cate.org
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	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________
	
	 To the applicant: please give this recommendation to your current English teacher.

I.  ENGLISH TEACHER RECOMMENDATION — Due: January 15, 2012
The above-named student has chosen you as a reference for admission to Cate School.  The purpose of this recommendation is to assist 
Cate with the admission decision.  This information should be completed and returned to the Cate School Admission Office by January 15. 
Please be assured that your recommendation will be kept in the strictest confidence. If you are unfamiliar with Cate School, we suggest 
that you read the following paragraph before completing this form:

Cate School, established in 1910, is a four-year, coeducational, college preparatory boarding school outside Santa 
Barbara, California.  The student body of 265 students (83% are boarders) comes from 25 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries and is both academically talented and remarkably diverse (42% students of color).  A typical applicant to Cate has 
strong character, a history of high academic achievement, and is mature, curious, adventurous, and willing to assume 
increasing responsibility and independence.

What are the first few words that come to your mind to describe the student?________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does the student react to challenge, both academic and personal? _ ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How willing is the student to take intellectual risks?_ _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your impressions of the student's character and values? How is he/she regarded by peers and faculty? Comment upon his/her 

integrity, sense of purpose, respect for others, etc._ __________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are there special or unusual circumstances (positive or negative) which may be relevant to the student's achievement in school? 

Does the student have weaknesses or issues of which we should be aware?________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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In which class do you currently teach the student?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Into which class should this student be placed next year? Please specify honors or regular course.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 					     No Basis
To what extent does this student:	 Always		  Sometimes		  Rarely	 for Judgment

Enjoy reading	  	 	

Convey his/her ideas clearly and accurately through writing	  	 	

Convey ideas fluently orally	  	 	

Process and synthesize/analyze texts for reading comprehension	  	 	

Ask questions that go beyond a basic understanding	  	 	

Use accurate grammar and syntax in written and spoken work	  	 	

Come to class organized and prepared	  	 	

Demonstrate willingness to pursue new and challenging concepts	  	 	

Become easily bored	  	 	

Demonstrate excitement when learning something new	

Demonstrate resilience when introduced to challenging concepts	  	 	

Complete work on his/her own	

Treat others with respect and kindness	  	 	

Contribute to a positive classroom environment	  	 	

Demonstrate honesty in dealing with others	  	 	

Find innovative ways to tackle problems	  	 	

Finish tasks completely	

Spend the appropriate amount of time to do his/her best work	

My assessment of this student’s application to Cate School for academic achievement is:
As strong as possible  Enthusiastic  Confident  With reservations  I do not recommend

My assessment of this student’s application to Cate School for character is:
As strong as possible  Enthusiastic  Confident  With reservations  I do not recommend

(Please print or type)
Name of person completing this form ___________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of person completing this form ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________ email____________________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________________Date_____________________________________

To learn more about Cate School, visit our website at www.cate.org
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	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________

	 To the applicant: please give this recommendation to to someone who knows 
	 you and your strengths well.

J.  PERSONAL RECOMMENDATION — Due: January 15, 2012

The above-named student has chosen you as a reference for admission to Cate School.  The purpose of this recommendation is to assist 
Cate with the admission decision.  This information should be completed and returned to the Cate School Admission Office by January 15. 
Please be assured that your recommendation will be kept in the strictest confidence. If you are unfamiliar with Cate School, we suggest 
that you read the following paragraph before completing this form:

Cate School, established in 1910, is a four-year, coeducational, college preparatory boarding school outside Santa 
Barbara, California.  The student body of 265 students (83% are boarders) comes from 25 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries and is both academically talented and remarkably diverse (42% students of color).  A typical applicant to Cate has 
strong character, a history of high academic achievement, and is mature, curious, adventurous, and willing to assume 
increasing responsibility and independence.

Share with us why you feel the applicant would be a great addition to the Cate community.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is your relationship to the student (relative, family friend, teacher, coach, etc.)? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Please print or type)
Name of person completing this form ___________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of person completing this form ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________ email____________________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________________Date_____________________________________

To learn more about Cate School, visit our website at www.cate.org
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	 Circle grade for which you are applying:    9    10    11    in September 2012

	 Name of applicant_________________________________________________________

	 Current school____________________________________________________________
	
	 To the applicant:  please give this recommendation to to someone who is familiar with a specific  
	 talent or accomplishment of yours in the area of athletics, the arts, student government, etc.

K.  SPECIAL INTEREST RECOMMENDATION — Due: January 15, 2012

The above-named student has chosen you as a reference for admission to Cate School.  The purpose of this recommendation is to assist 
Cate with the admission decision.  This information should be completed and returned to the Cate School Admission Office by January 15. 
Please be assured that your recommendation will be kept in the strictest confidence. If you are unfamiliar with Cate School, we suggest 
that you read the following paragraph before completing this form:

Cate School, established in 1910, is a four-year, coeducational, college preparatory boarding school outside Santa 
Barbara, California.  The student body of 265 students (83% are boarders) comes from 25 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries and is both academically talented and remarkably diverse (42% students of color).  A typical applicant to Cate has 
strong character, a history of high academic achievement, and is mature, curious, adventurous, and willing to assume 
increasing responsibility and independence.

What is the interest or activity in which you direct the student? _______________________________________________________

Is this student’s participation in this activity seasonal or year-round? _ __________________________________________________

How many hours per week does the student dedicate to this activity? _ _________________________________________________

						      No Basis
To what extent does this student:	 Always		  Sometimes		  Rarely	 for Judgment

Demonstrate passion	  	 	

Demonstrate accomplishment/skill	  	 	

Demonstrate excitement when learning something new	  	 	

Demonstrate resilience when introduced to challenging concepts or activities	  	 	

Treat others with respect and kindness	  	 	

Contribute to a positive classroom, team, or group environment	  	 	

Demonstrate honesty in dealing with others	  	 	

Demonstrate the ability to lead and motivate peers	  	 	

Please feel free to make additional comments (use another sheet as necessary).

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of person completing this form ___________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of person completing this form ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________ email____________________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________________Date_____________________________________
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